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DETAILED ACTION 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The art of record does not disclose or suggest a method of identifying an agent that 
inhibits the growth of or the killing of a bacterial cell comprising contacting the prospective agent 
with a bacterial cell which has been selected to have a defective His- Asp phosphorelay pathway 
and determining whether said cell has been killed or its growth inhibited. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Robert A. Zeman whose telephone number is (703) 308-7991. The examiner 
can be reached between the hours of 7:30 am and 4:00 pm Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, Donna Wortman, Primary 
Examiner can be reached at (703) 308-1032 or the examiner's supervisor, Lynette Smith, can be 
reached at (703)308-3909. jf) A 
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